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Kia ora St Mark’s Whānau,

Mrs Worner
It was with great sadness that we learned last week of the resignation of Mrs Worner from her position as
principal of St Mark’s. Averil’s continued health challenges have prompted her to make the difficult decision
to resign, something she has battled so hard to avoid because of her love for our school family.
Her contribution to our school cannot be understated. Her unfailing faith in, and dedication to this school
family and the wellbeing of every person within it has been a hallmark of her tenure. In 2016 at her
appointment, Averil was just the right person to bring St Mark’s back to a place of excellence, inclusion and
authentic Anglican Special Character. She has been instrumental in making St Mark’s a sought after school
for new families.
We will be forever grateful for her work, her dedication and her spirit in the eight years she has been
tumuaki / principal here. We are in the process of planning a fitting farewell for Averil, an event which will
honour and celebrate her amazing work at St Mark’s.

What Next?
Many parents have asked me what Mrs Worner’s resignation means for our school in the immediate future.
The answer is that the Board of Trustees now have an obligation to activate an open and transparent
appointments process to find a new principal. In the meantime you can be assured that the school will
carry on as we have done this year with Mrs Coster as Acting Deputy Principal and myself as Acting
Principal.

Colour Run
We were pleased to be able to give out most of the prizes from this event to students who secured
sponsorship. There have been supply issues from the company that were no fault of our school based
organising people. Mrs Jacinda Thomson and Mr Gordon have done an amazing job facilitating a brilliant
event and raising some valuable funds for the PA. Even now there are some items on backorder. Students
and families need to understand that they will be delivered in due course when they are available.

Disco
Much fun was had last week at the two school discos! Many thanks to Anna Miller and her dedicated team
of helpers from the PA for their great work in facilitating a wonderful event for students.

Outdoor Education
In reviewing our Waka Pūhara Woodend Camp, staff have noticed a much higher than usual level of
anxiety among students as they face the prospect of being away from home, especially in the younger
students. We always shape the design of programmes to meet the needs of students and it is clear that the
camp in its present form did not suit the needs of many students. I would like to signal now that in 2025 it is
likely that a modified camp experience will be offered and be enhanced by a number of day trips that
include rich learning experiences outside of the classroom for students. This approach will also greatly
reduce the financial burden for families



2024 Term 2 School Events

Friday 31 May Teacher Only Day (School Closed)
Monday 3 June King’s Birthday (School Closed)
Tuesday 4 June Zone Cross Country
Wednesday 12 June Speech Competition Year 5-8
Friday 14 June Walk With A Purpose Event
Sunday 16 June Performance Choir at Royal School of Church Music 2pm,
Transitional

Cathedral
Tuesday 18 June Sport/Cultural Photos
Monday 24 June Parent / Teacher Interviews
Tuesday 25 June Parent / Teacher Interviews
Wednesday 26 June Parent / Teacher Interviews
Wednesday 26 June Matariki Event
Friday 28 June Matariki Holiday (School Closed)
Friday 5 July End of Term Service 2pm School Hall

Nā tō rourou, nā taku rourouka ora ai te iwi
With your food basket and my food basket the people will thrive. This whakataukī encapsulates the notion that 
while working in isolation might result in survival, working together can take people beyond survival and onto 
prosperity.

Blessings to all,
Adrian

Canterbury Interschools Chess Competition
Yesterday eight St Mark's students represented the school in the Year 7 and 8 levels. Our first team, consisting
of Zach O, Tyree D A, James D and Harry S swept the competition, scoring a full 10 points by winning every
matchup in the five rounds they played. They took home the trophy as regional champions and have qualified for
the National competition at the end of Term 3. Well done to them and to our second team who had a great event
also, finishing with 5 out of ten points. You have done the school proud with your competitiveness,
sportsmanship and camaraderie through the event. Ben Davis.
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2024 Cross Country Results

Year 4 Girls
Year 4 Boys
1st Sophie M
1st Leo D
2nd Rosario M
2nd Zabian O
3rd Minnie B
3rd Jesse Macp

Year 5 Girls
Year 5 Boys
1st Alice A
1st Eli A-S
2nd Trinni F
2nd Archie S
3rd Naomi R
3rd Henry B

Year 6 Girls
Year 6 Boys
1st Cleo F
1st Henry D
2nd Maia-Rose A
2nd Louis B
3rd Indigo J
3rd Zaia O

Year 7 Girls
Year 7 Boys
1st Pippa F-D
1st Darcy Q
2nd Lilybelle T
2nd Tyree D-A
3rd Aurelia C-T
3rd Max B

Year 8 Girls
Year 8 Boys
1st Angel S
1st Zachary O
2nd Sofia D
2nd Harry S
3rd Hannah T



.

Church Certificates

Īnaka River F/Ben H
Pūtakitaki Remy L/Billy E
Harakeke Daniel P
Kawau Elspeth A/Wynn F
Kāmana Sienna F
Pīngao Iwin J
Wheke Maia-Rose A/Ariki E
Mako Dean C/Cleo F
Toroa Aroha S/Judah C
Hāpuka Isabella S/Alby P/Joseph M
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