
Term 2 Week 8
19 J une 2024

Kia ora St Mark’s Whānau,

These last few weeks have been a busy time for staff as we enter an assessment and
reporting time for families. Staff have spent a long time preparing mid year academic
reports to inform discussions at our upcoming parent / teacher interviews. My hope is that
with a redesigned report form, we have achieved greater levels of clarity for parents around
student progress against the NZ Curriculum.

Junior Cross Country
What a wonderful event for our youngest students yesterday! It was great to see everyone
giving their best effort with so many parents and whānau watching on.

Results:
Year 0/1 Boys: 1st- Freddie B. 2nd- George M. 3rd- River F. 4th- Leo W.
Year 0/1 Girls: 1st- Billie F. 2nd- Harper D. 3rd- Audrey Q. 4th- Audrey W.

Year 2 Boys: 1st= Bastien CB. 1st= Aaron W. 3rd- William G. 4th- Alex P.
Year 2 Girls: 1st- Hannah O. 2nd- Kiara L. 3rd- Elsie F. 4th- Maysie B.

Year 3 Boys: 1st- Teddie DA. 2nd- Beau W. 3rd- Rupert A. 4th- Dante E.
Year 3 Girls: 1st- Matilda H. 2nd- Nina G. 3rd- Veronica R. 4th- Aadeah P.

Top performers will form a St Mark’s team to compete at the upcoming Hillview Cross
Country event. More information will follow on this.

Show Quest
Excitement is building among students for Show Quest this week. Mr Gordon has
communicated all the details via the school app. I am particularly pleased to see this event
available for our enthusiastic and skilled drama students in a year that does not include a
production.

Matariki
A separate communication via the app has been sent detailing our plans to honour Matariki
on Wednesday 26 June.



Staffing
I would like to invite parents to join us at our end of term service on Friday 5 July from
2:15pm in the school hall (there is no 9am service that day). This service is special in
that we bid farewell to Ms Bryant, a very special teacher and much loved person in our
school family.

We are delighted to welcome back Mr Dan Clarkson as Year 4 Kāmana teacher for
Terms 3 and 4 as May’s replacement.

The Board of Trustees are currently engaged in the recruitment process for appointing a
new principal. The new principal is due to be appointed by the end of this term.

Basketball Uniforms
A big thank you to the PA for supporting some new basketball uniforms. This initiative
was driven by Zach O, our student leader and very keen basketballer!

Aquabots
Te Kura o Hato Māka, St Mark's School, has invested in two NZAquabots kits,
sponsored by University of Canterbury and our PA. Amy from Ministry of Inspiration
coached eight of our year 5-6 students in creating these robots to solve problems,
including navigating an underwater obstacle course and collecting items underwater. We
are activating the HoM Work With Others and Creating and Innovating. Students
involved were Alice A, Indi J, Arlo B, Josiah N, Leo D, Zaia O, Violet J and Quinn R.

Mā mua ka kite a muri, mā muri ka ora a mua 
Those who lead give sight to those who follow, those who follow give life to those who lead.

This whakatauki also speaks to the importance of working together. It acknowledges and values the importance 
of both the leader and the follower.

Blessings to all,
Adrian

https://ministryofinspiration.org/nz-aquabots-underwater-robotics/


Mid Year Reports

In the example above, the student is
achieving at the upper end of expectations
mid way through 2024. This indicates strong
progress.

In the example at the left, you can see that
the student is working towards the expected
level in Maths. He has another six months at
school to make progress towards meeting the
expected level.

In Reading, he is achieving strongly and in
Writing, he is achieving within the expected
already, six months before the end of the
year.

Please feel free to ask for more details at the
upcoming parent / teacher conferences.

St Mark’s School Senior Staff

As we have signalled in earlier
communications, feedback from the
community indicated a need to better
understand where students are achieving
against the NZ Curriculum.

In the mid year report forms going home to
you later this term, you will notice some
coloured boxes and a tick.
The coloured boxes indicate the curriculum
level in which students should be achieving
within by the end of 2024.
The tick reflects an overall teacher judgement
of where the student is achieving now, six
months prior to the end of year.



2024 Term 2 School Events

Monday 24 June Parent / Teacher Interviews
Tuesday 25 June Parent / Teacher Interviews
Wednesday 26 June Parent / Teacher Interviews
Wednesday 26 June Matariki Event
Friday 28 June Matariki Holiday (School Closed)
Friday 5 July End of Term Service 2.15pm School Hall

2025 Term Dates

Term 1
11 weeks.
Monday 27 January - Friday 11 April.
Includes: Learning Conferences 27 - 28 January

Regular classes start on Wednesday 29
January

Waitangi Day Thursday 6 February
Term 2
9 weeks.
Monday 28 April - Friday 27 June.
Includes: Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day Friday 30 May

King's Birthday Monday 2 June
Matariki Friday 20 June

Term 3
10 weeks.
Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September
Term 4
10 weeks.
Monday 6 October - Friday 12 December
Includes: Labour Day 27 October

Canterbury Anniversary 14 November



Church Certificates

Īnaka Olive A
Pūtakitaki Audrey Q
Harakeke Xinyan L
Kawau Jack R
Kāmana Christopher A
Pīngao Naomi R
Wheke Genevieve F
Mako Eli N
Toroa Louisa T
Hāpuka Indie L / Jahdiel N



Powerzone Mobile: 021 0651917 285 Cashel 
St, Chch Email: powerzonechch@gmail.com

matthew@kidsbase.co.nz
027 239 7690

Opawa School,30 Ford Road

Before/After School Care

mailto:powerzonechch@gmail.com
mailto:matthew@kidsbase.co.nz
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