St Mark’s School
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Kia ora St Mark’s Whanau,

Averil’s Farewell

What a lovely event last Friday in the hall. It was wonderful to have the whole school, whanau
and past students attend this special event to officially farewell Mrs Worner as principal. We
had speeches from Ange Booth on behalf of the PA as well as Claire Bourne sharing some
special thoughts as BOT chairperson. It was my privilege to share some photos from
throughout Averil’s tenure (a couple of funny ones) and to thank her for the amazing work she
has done in the advancement of our great school. A fantastic feature of the afternoon was a
flood of cards and messages from individual students and a beautiful pounamu cross
necklace presented to Averil as a gift from us all.

We finished with the service with the choir singing the Irish Blessing followed by a prayer of
thanks and best wishes from Dean Ben Truman.

Averil has been a transformational person for our school family. She will always be cherished
and remembered here at St Mark’s.

Keeping Ourselves Safe

KOS is an important element of the NZ Health and Physical Education Curriculum. Classes
will take place in the last two weeks of this term with support from our education liaison at NZ
Police. More information, including an opportunity for parents to attend an information meeting
will be published in due course via the school app.

Mokihi Church at St Mark’s
All Mokihi whanau are warmly invited to attend church on Sunday 11 August at St Mark’s
church at 10am.

1st Friday each month

p starting 2 August
Friday cuppa and chat Come along for a cuppa

My thanks to the St Mark’s Church Pastoral Care Team for EEEELEEE
hosting this regular event on the first Friday of each month gkt

after our school service. We value the close relationship rayime fortodlers & preschoslors.
We have Wlth the parlSh and a chance for a cuppa and

company for caregivers

Church Lounge

Hosted by Pastoral Care Team
email.opawa.stmartins@gmail.com for
details

All are welcome
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Hillview Cross Country

Many thanks to the parents who came along and supported students as they represented the
school at this event. Our students were outstanding in terms of their behaviour and the way
they competed in the event. Congratulations to Teddie DA who achieved 3rd place in his
event. What a great effort!

School Chaplain

Many may not be aware that in the absence of a vicar at St Mark’s, our school church
services on a Friday have been led by Chaplain Teresa Kundycki-Carrell, chaplain at
Cathedral Grammar and on loan to us.

We have been blessed to have her support, love and care. Our services have never been so
well organised! Teresa finishes with us at the end of this school term and | want to publicly
acknowledge her work and support in our school family.

School Website

A brand new school website is launching this week!

A lot of work has gone into “capturing” our school in a new website that we hope will prove to
be much more user friendly than the old version. Please watch the school app for the link to
our new site later this week.

Prize Giving Survey

Check the school app for your opportunity to have your say on the structure of our end of year
sporting, cultural and academic prize giving(s). It is important to me for this event to be
updated to reflect the needs of our current community. The survey provides you with four
possible structures to choose from as well as a space to comment.

In remembering Mrs Worner and her unwavering dedication and faith...

2 Timothy 4.7
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.

Blessings to all,
Adrian
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+timothy+4%3A7&version=NASB
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Whanau Day

at Te Kura o Hato Maka, St Mark’s School

St Mark’s
School

Dear Parents / Caregivers,

Date: Thursday 15 August

Time: 9:00 - 10:00am in classes
10:00 - 10:30 picnic morning tea
10:30am event concludes

What to bring: A picnic morning tea for you and your children

This is a special morning where students invite extended family to come to school, to
share and celebrate their learning. Students are always excited to have grandparents,
aunties and uncles spending time with them in classrooms.

We have revised the programme for 2024.

9:00am Whanau join students in their classrooms and engage with the activities
organised by teachers.

You may need to spend time in more than one classroom if you are
connected to more than one student. You can move anytime within the hour
or so dedicated to class time.

10:15am Whanau picnic morning tea. Please bring along some kai for a morning tea
with your child(ren). This is not a shared morning tea and could be affected by
weather.
If it is wet, we will move the picnic inside various buildings where families can
sit together.

The PA will open the coffee cart especially for this event with coffees and hot
chocolates available to purchase.

Many thanks in advance for your support of this wonderful event!

Adrian Rennie
Principal
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St Mark’s
School

St Mark’s is the only Anglican integrated primary school
in the South Island. We celebrate God’s love in an
inclusive and caring environment.

PHiranga MHlatatanga Piriponotanga Maatanga
Excellence Couraqe Faithfulness Coutrage

to achieve This gives us the as we show This gives us the
excellence, courage to act to faithfulness to God courage o act to
using the ntiz bring about change, and others. bring about change,
of our God given

talents and gifts.
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An evolving Special
Character

St Mark’s
Sehool

The true nature of special Anglican character at St Mark's School has grown and
developed over the last 8 years.

There is an overwhelming sense of authenticity around Anglicanism within the
school. Teachers are encouraged to regularly talk about God with students. Prayer
is a regular and often spontaneous activity within the school.

The school is perceived in the community as a safe place for learning and a place
where God's love is realised and shared. The number of applications for enrolment
and subsequent waiting lists are indicators of this. St Mark’s is viewed as “a great
school” and a place where all are included and cared for.

The other key aspect to our special Christian character is the way we have
collectively achieved high levels of relevance for young students both in our RE
programmes and in church services. It is worth noting that a large proportion of this
can be attributed to the personalities of staff members delivering these
programmes. The special character in 2024 is integrated into every aspect of
school operation. It is authentic.

We are fortunate to have the services of Chaplain Teresa to run Friday church and
RE in the interim between vicars.

Evidence of the special character can be found in:
e School Culture

The language regularly used by staff and students

The regular use of Te Reo in classes and church

Special events (whanau day, arts celebration etc)

Catering for diverse learning needs in MODS and dyslexia groups
Awards Structure

Church Services

Kapa Haka

Choirs

Religious Education

Relationship with St Mark's Church
Service to the local and global community
Devotional Prayers

Staff Prayer Group

A kind and caring playground
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What happens at school? N

S1 Hark's
Sehool

Every Monday, our senior students lead a service where:
e Certificates are awarded for a range of successes.
Students learn their waka whakatauki.
Everyone sings together our praise and worship songs.
We have a bible reading and reflect on it.
Students pray the school prayer.
We sing the national anthem.
We learn our school values.

Every Friday, we go to church at St Mark’s church. In that service:
e Students pair up with their church buddies and walk together.
e We have a reflective sermon.

e Special certificates are awarded for success in our school
values.
e Special Principal's Awards are awarded for stand out
success.

When new students start the whole school prays for them.

Whanau are invited to worship with us.

We sing together our praise and worship songs.

A class shares prayers written by the students, even our

smallest 5 year olds.

Our junior and senior choirs perform.

e We celebrate God’s love.

Each class has regular Religious Education classes.
Students are taught to show love and care for every person.
Students are taught to include others.

Everyone views our school as a St Mark’s School Family.



2024 Term 3 School Events

02 August Zones Winter Tournament

11 August Mokihi Church Service - 10am

15 August Grandparents/Whanau Day

16 August Walk with a Purpose

05 September Canterbury Primary Winter Tournament
19 September Singing Cup

23-26 September Year 6 Cycle Safety

27 September End of Term Service - 2pm

2025 Term Dates

Term 1

11 weeks.

Monday 27 January - Friday 11 April.

Includes: Learning Conferences 27 - 28 January

Regular classes start on Wednesday 29 January

Waitangi Day Thursday 6 February

Term 2

9 weeks.

Monday 28 April - Friday 27 June.

Includes: Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day Friday 30 May
King's Birthday Monday 2 June
Matariki Friday 20 June

Term 3

10 weeks.

Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September

Term 4

10 weeks.

Monday 6 October - Friday 12 December

Includes: Labour Day 27 October

Canterbury Anniversary 14 November



Ist Friday each month
starting 2 August

Come along for a cuppa
& chat atter school
service in the

Church Lounge

Playtime for toddlers & preschoolers - =~ .=
and a chance for a cuppa and
company for caregivers

Hosted by Pastoral Care Team A
email opawa.stmartins@gmail.com for A
details

All are welcome
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ST MARK’S CHURCH

FAIR

Bargains Galore!

SATURDAY
14TH
SEPTEMBER

CNR
C%?PPQ;D . OPAWA RD
SALES 8:30 am till & VINCENT
12pm PLACE

: : [~
opawa.stmartins@gmail.com m @stmarksosm




WAL WITH A PuRpose

ST MARK'S SCHOOL - FOUNTAIN OF PEACE NI
WALK WITH A PURPOSE 2014
NEW DATE - FRIDAY 16TH AUGUST

An opportunity to walk together as a compassionate and

caring school community raising funds to save lives and make a lasting impact in
the lives of children in need.

Link to details and for registration - https:/ fformis gle/kmG5EGIQ T ygSn 57

Flease share the following giveolittle link to goin sponsorship -
hitps: .".l'gi'-.-eulittle.:n.nz."fu ndraiser/st-marks-school-2024-fountain-of- peace-nz-wallk

- Join ane of the four official walking routes, or moke your own way to school. (Maps to follow).

- Students walking can wear mufti and moy remain in this for the rest of the day. Flease
ansura thay weor approprigte clothing inchuding comfortable walking shoes. Thermols,
jocket, haot ond glowes may be required.

- Students may wish to cory o light bog for the walk if an odult iz able to drop their school
bog to school for when they arrive.

- It is recommended thot walkers toke o drink bottle, snocks and ony personal medication (ie.
osthma inhaler), heod torch ond rain jocket on the walk,

- ‘Walk will go ghead in light rain. howsawver, if extreme weather iz forecaosted 5t Mork’s School
wilk communicate postponemant datails .

- Pock extro food in your child's lunch box, o= they might be very hungry.

- A sofety briefing will be given by event coordinotors before the walk begins.

- One parent per five children meeded. Aduits will be allocoted to students for suparvizion on
the waolk until arriving at school grounds. Adults required ot front and back of walking groups
and to ensure safety at all road crossings. High visibility ciothing recommended if availoble.

- Arrive ot school by 830 am ond celebrate with a hot drink provided by the waonderful
Forents Associotion

- An official group phato will be token before starting the schaol doy.

- Hmibe, knowing you are moking o huge aond ksting difference in the lives of chiddren aond
vubnarable wormen in nesd.

For guestions, please contact

Tania Sharr

Conterbury Coordinator

Phone - 021380 559,

Email - fonio@fountaincfpagce.orgnz
Website - hitps:/ /www fountginofpegce.org.nz

Phabo loilowtng kst yoors 5t Mand's School Fourgoin of Paoco NI Walk with o Purpose avend




TERRY FOX RUN

10am Sunday, 15 September 2024

Hagley Park, Christchurch
(Armagh St Bridge entrance)

&

Bamry Curtis Park, Auckland
(Stancombe Rd entrance)

it's a family-friendly Skm charity fun run/walk. Participation is FREEI

100% of fundraising goes towards %) CANCER RESEARCH TRUST
cancer research in NZ! Tkl et Tk

Terry Fox was an inspirational young man who set out to
run across Canada after losing a leg to cancer.

Every year since 1981, people around the world have THE TERRY FOX
been taking part in Terry Fox Runs, the world's largest

one-day fundraiser for cancer research. CALA IR AT TR

Register at:
https://terry-fox-run-nz.raisely.com

www.instagram.com/TerryFoxRunMNZ
www.facebook.com/TerryFoxRunNZ  TerryFoxrunNZ@gmail.com




Part of the St Mark’s School Family

For every home referred and sold or listed and
sold with us within the school family, we will donate
$1000 to St. Marks School.*

With Sonia being a past parent, now grandparent,
and Sophie a current parent at St Mark's, we are
proudly involved with the school community and
look forward to giving back.

Supporting St Mark’s school,
now and for its future

*Terms and conditions apply.

Sonia Cameron | 027 220 5665
sonia.cameron@bayleys.co.nz

Sophie Everson | 021 025 46007
sophie.everson@bayleys.co.nz

SONIA CAMERON
= | AND SOPHIE EVERSON

PRGPELTY COMBULTANTE

WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

| =V \dE (=) ALTOGETHER BETTER Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
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2024 Term 3 School Events 

02 August			Zones Winter Tournament
11 August			Mōkihi Church Service - 10am
15 August			Grandparents/Whānau Day
16 August			Walk with a Purpose
05 September		Canterbury Primary Winter Tournament
19 September		Singing Cup
23-26 September		Year 6 Cycle Safety
27 September		End of Term Service - 2pm


2025 Term Dates

Term 1
11 weeks.
Monday 27 January - Friday 11 April.
Includes:			Learning Conferences 27 - 28 January
				Regular classes start on Wednesday 29 January
Waitangi Day Thursday 6 February
Term 2
9 weeks.
Monday 28 April - Friday 27 June.
Includes:			Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day Friday 30 May
King's Birthday Monday 2 June
Matariki Friday 20 June
Term 3
10 weeks.
Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September
Term 4
10 weeks.
Monday 6 October - Friday 12 December
Includes:			Labour Day 27 October
Canterbury Anniversary 14 November 
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