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Kia ora St Mark’s Whānau,

Averil’s Farewell
What a lovely event last Friday in the hall. It was wonderful to have the whole school, whānau
and past students attend this special event to officially farewell Mrs Worner as principal. We
had speeches from Ange Booth on behalf of the PA as well as Claire Bourne sharing some
special thoughts as BOT chairperson. It was my privilege to share some photos from
throughout Averil’s tenure (a couple of funny ones) and to thank her for the amazing work she
has done in the advancement of our great school. A fantastic feature of the afternoon was a
flood of cards and messages from individual students and a beautiful pounamu cross
necklace presented to Averil as a gift from us all.
We finished with the service with the choir singing the Irish Blessing followed by a prayer of
thanks and best wishes from Dean Ben Truman.
Averil has been a transformational person for our school family. She will always be cherished
and remembered here at St Mark’s.

Keeping Ourselves Safe
KOS is an important element of the NZ Health and Physical Education Curriculum. Classes
will take place in the last two weeks of this term with support from our education liaison at NZ
Police. More information, including an opportunity for parents to attend an information meeting
will be published in due course via the school app.

Mōkihi Church at St Mark’s
All Mōkihi whānau are warmly invited to attend church on Sunday 11 August at St Mark’s
church at 10am.

Friday cuppa and chat
My thanks to the St Mark’s Church Pastoral Care Team for
hosting this regular event on the first Friday of each month
after our school service. We value the close relationship
we have with the parish.
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Hillview Cross Country
Many thanks to the parents who came along and supported students as they represented the
school at this event. Our students were outstanding in terms of their behaviour and the way
they competed in the event. Congratulations to Teddie DA who achieved 3rd place in his
event. What a great effort!

School Chaplain
Many may not be aware that in the absence of a vicar at St Mark’s, our school church
services on a Friday have been led by Chaplain Teresa Kundycki-Carrell, chaplain at
Cathedral Grammar and on loan to us.
We have been blessed to have her support, love and care. Our services have never been so
well organised! Teresa finishes with us at the end of this school term and I want to publicly
acknowledge her work and support in our school family.

School Website
A brand new school website is launching this week!
A lot of work has gone into “capturing” our school in a new website that we hope will prove to
be much more user friendly than the old version. Please watch the school app for the link to
our new site later this week.

Prize Giving Survey
Check the school app for your opportunity to have your say on the structure of our end of year
sporting, cultural and academic prize giving(s). It is important to me for this event to be
updated to reflect the needs of our current community. The survey provides you with four
possible structures to choose from as well as a space to comment.

In remembering Mrs Worner and her unwavering dedication and faith…

2 Timothy 4:7
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.

Blessings to all,
Adrian

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+timothy+4%3A7&version=NASB
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2024 Term 3 School Events

02 August Zones Winter Tournament
11 August Mōkihi Church Service - 10am
15 August Grandparents/Whānau Day
16 August Walk with a Purpose
05 September Canterbury Primary Winter Tournament
19 September Singing Cup
23-26 September Year 6 Cycle Safety
27 September End of Term Service - 2pm

2025 Term Dates

Term 1
11 weeks.
Monday 27 January - Friday 11 April.
Includes: Learning Conferences 27 - 28 January

Regular classes start on Wednesday 29 January
Waitangi Day Thursday 6 February

Term 2
9 weeks.
Monday 28 April - Friday 27 June.
Includes: Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day Friday 30 May

King's Birthday Monday 2 June
Matariki Friday 20 June

Term 3
10 weeks.
Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September
Term 4
10 weeks.
Monday 6 October - Friday 12 December
Includes: Labour Day 27 October

Canterbury Anniversary 14 November
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